POLICY ON SUPERVISION OF SAUSHEC PATHOLOGY RESIDENTS 
November 14, 2003

Purpose.  This policy outlines the requirements for supervision of residents enrolled in the San Antonio Uniformed Services Health Care Consortium Pathology Residency and applies to rotations at Brooke Army Medical Center.

Documentation of Supervision of Residents: The medical record must clearly demonstrate the active involvement of the attending pathologist.  All final pathology reports are signed by a staff pathologist, who assumes responsibility for the report.  The level of autonomy that a resident exercises in working up a case depends on the on the resident’s level of experience.  This is a function of the level of post graduate training and is defined by the Program Director.  The staff pathologist’s report is documentation that the appropriate oversight of the resident has been performed.

Supervision of procedures:  Resident performed procedures requiring patient consent are limited in pathology.  They include fine needle aspiration and plasmapheresis for medical conditions. 
a) Fine needle aspiration (FNA):  This procedure is performed at the request of a clinician.  The resident will obtain the appropriate informed consent if not already done by the requesting physician.  Resident performed FNA procedures are limited to superficial lesions that can be visualized or easily palpated.  The degree of staff supervision depends on the level of training of the resident.  Junior residents are directly observed by staff or the cytopathology fellow whereas more experienced residents are allowed to perform the procedure independently.  Only staff or cytopathology fellow can render an interpretation on the aspirate specimen.

b) Plasmapheresis procedures:  All therapeutic plasmapheresis procedures are requested by the clinical staff.  They are performed after consultation with the appropriate staff pathologist.  The level of staff supervision of the resident is commensurate with the level of experience.

Emergency Situations:  An emergency is a situation where immediate care is necessary to preserve the life of, or to prevent serious impairment to the health of a patient.  In such situations, any resident, consistent with the informed consent provisions of BAMC, is permitted to do everything possible to save the life of a patient or to save a patient from serious harm.  The appropriate attending will be appraised of the situation as soon as possible.

Evaluation of Residents and Attendings:
Each resident is evaluated according to the schedule outlined in the current edition of the SAUSHEC Pathology residency handbook.  Written evaluations are maintained by the Program Director.

If at any time a resident’s performance or conduct is judged by the Program Director to be detrimental to the care of a patient, action will be taken to ensure the safety of the patient.  Additional actions will be in accordance with  the BAMC due process policy for residents.

Annually, each resident will be given the opportunity to complete an anonymous written evaluation of the attendings and of the quality of their training program.  Such evaluations will include the adequacy of clinical supervision by the attendings..  The Program Director will review the evaluations and provide feedback to the attendings to identify areas where improvements can be made.

