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12 February 2004


As Dean of the San Antonio Uniformed Services Health Education Consortium (SAUSHEC) and on behalf of the Commanders of Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC) and the 59th Medical Wing (Wilford Hall Medical Center- WHMC), I want to welcome you and your family to SAUSHEC and San Antonio.  SAUSHEC is the sponsoring institution for the military Graduate Medical Education (GME) programs in San Antonio.  SAUSHEC is one of the largest GME institutions in the DoD and, because we work together, SAUSHEC has the combined the resources of two great military teaching institutions, BAMC & WHMC. We believe this makes us the strongest GME center in the DoD.  You are to be congratulated on being selected for your training program at SAUSHEC.  We hope that the time you spend at SAUSHEC will not only be challenging but also will also be very rewarding for you professionally and personally rewarding for your family.


We want you and your family to have as smooth a transition to military life in San Antonio as possible.  We have created an orientation section on the SAUSHEC WEB site (www.whmc.af.mil/saushec) where there is important information on what is needed from the Active Duty member to in process at SAUSHEC. You need to check that site frequently over the next few months as we will update it with new information as required. In addition, the WEB site has information to help your family in their move to San Antonio. Your Program Director should assign you a sponsor who should also help you and your family get transitioned to San Antonio. Also take note of the Wilford Hall Officers’ Auxiliary (WHOA) and the BAMC Auxiliary information that is at the WEB site and in the Auxiliary letters that are emailed to you. These auxiliaries are the spouse organizations of BAMC & WHMC.  I hope that your spouse can become part of one of these organizations.  They do great work in support of SAUSHEC, BAMC and WHMC.  In addition, their goal this June is to welcome and orient your spouse and family to the military and San Antonio.  With this in mind we have events planned during the 3 week June orientation that will help prepare your family for the years ahead.  As you know, all family participation in these events is voluntary, but I do not think it can be overemphasized how critical it is for your spouses to get a proper introduction to SAUSHEC, BAMC, WHMC and the military.  We feel so strongly about this that during the June orientation we have a session for you and your entire family at which baby sitting will be provided and another session just for the spouses during which the active duty member will be given time off to care for the children so the spouse can attend without concern for childcare responsibilities. To make these sessions work it is critical we get advance information about your family needs so please complete and return by email ASAP the Contact Information Sheet that has been emailed to you.


Again, on behalf of Brig Gen Green, Commander 59th Medical Wing; BG Fox, Commander Brooke Army Medical Center; myself and all the SAUSHEC program directors and faculty, welcome to SAUSHEC.  You are now part of the best medical education organization in the Army and Air Force. We all look forwarding to seeing you and your family in June.
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